Familial and sporadic Parkinson's disease usually display the same clinical features.
We examined the clinical features of familial (n = 26) and sporadic (n = 52) Parkinson's disease (PD) in patients presenting over the age of 40 years. Familial PD cases were tested for alpha-synuclein or parkin mutations as appropriate. No mutations were found in any of the families investigated. We found no between-group differences in the age at onset of PD, the pattern or severity of parkinsonian features, the dose of antiparkinsonian medications or treatment related complications. Cases of familial and sporadic PD in our cohort of patients display similar clinical features. This may suggest similar etiologies for both familial and sporadic PD.